Docent Meeting: 02/14/09
Docents Present:  Lianne Floyd, Dee Godsey, Kenley Money, Lisa Buehler, Brent Sharp, Katie Whitney, Shawn Whitney, Heidi Dukat, Guy Bingham, Tony Bello, Ted Bailey, Em Smith, Michelle Winters, Terry Chacko
Minutes approved and seconded by Kenley and Victoria
Animal Report: Karen Caster
Bears:
· They think the bush dog girls will come in the next few weeks.  They’ll be in quarantine for at least 30 days.  They’re coming from Stuggart (Germany).  
Big Cats:
· Bakari, male lion, is still inside.   They hope he will be out soon (timeline: 2 weeks).  The hot wire still needs to be put up.  The lionesses already do not like him.  Poor fellow.
· They’ve started Have started howdy-ing Sydney and Agave, jaguars.  Cactus Jack, jaguar, is howdy-ing too.  Becky, human, said they might try to introduce Sydney and Agave one day. 
Small Carnivores: No News (that Karen or Victoria had heard about at that time)
Bird House:
· Two lorikeets hatched a week and half before the meeting.  There are more eggs that may or may not hatch.  
· A Wompoo fruit-dove died.  The parents are on the next again.
· The Scheepmaker  pigeons are making a nest.  They are old.  The laid one egg, but not in the next.   He’s almost 30.
· They are waiting on fencing before they move the eagles.
 Large Hoofstock:
· There’s nothing new.  The barn construction continues.  
Tunnel:
· The dik dik girls moved Friday to the exhibit.  They’ll be inside until Tuesday. The other female is pregnant.  She’ll be having her baby in about a month.  You can see the baby, Jingle, in the dik dik exhibit sometimes.
· The crowned crane boys have move to the veldt. They are outside until around 2 most days.  Tuesday the kudu will be moved over.
 Reptiles:
· We have two new red-eyed tree frogs in quarantine.  
· The eyelash viper died, but if you want to see one, come to Costa Rica with us! (kidding, they’re not that common).  The green male was euthanized with a liver issue.  
· The smaller glass lizard died.  Smaller 
· Breeding behavior was observed between the indigo snakes on exhibit.  Way to go!
Great Apes:
· Judy, the chimp, is still pregnant.   They are working on introducing Mike and Louie with the others.  So far, they are not making progress and will have a meeting about what to do.
· They did a physical and EKG on one of the other new male chimps because they were worried about him.  He is kind of relaxed and subdued.  His EKG looks good.  They think maybe he’s just calmer because his brother took over the group.  He looks good otherwise.
· Fosey, gorilla, will have EKG on 24th.  They are supposed to have them every year.
· We will be hosting Chimp workshop in July.  They are working on the schedule.   That week the education office will be their meeting spot, so we will have to use something else.
· Mosi and Fosey, gorilla family, are playing a lot.  They play chase outside.  The public thinks it’s cute (we do too . . . well, I would if I had seen it.  They were laying around when I saw them). 
Primates:
· Jerry, the lemur, passed away.  He was 30, which is old. We talked about him last meeting.  They do not have the necropsy, but he had a mass in abdomen which seem to be growing pretty quickly.  It was probably cancer.
·  Agatha, the iguana, passed away. No necropsy yet.
· They had to euthanize Tansy, the last common marmoset in the zoo.
· They are howdy-ing the two Geoffrey's marmosets in the hospital.
·  FYI: The tamarin boys had a fight.  They have obvious injuries. There is a note in the window, but the public may ask because sometimes they forget to read notes!
· They are still working on getting the siamangs outside.  Hopefully it will be ready before spring.

Education Animal Report: Keith Wenger 
· The prickly sticks have babies galore.  There are about 30 babies.  
· They had to euthanize Inca, the degu.  
· Spirit and Shadow, red-tailed hawks, are looking better. They are no longer on foot medication. They are still tender, but they should be usable soon.  
· If you come and see Shadow is not in his spot, that’s ok.  Trey and Joe will be taking him home occasionally to train him.  
· They moved Jackson, the ferret, to a new cage.  DO NOT GIVE HIM TREATS!!! HE IS FAT!
· Someone asked if we could get rats.   We told them there are plenty in the commissary (kidding, Pam said she would inquire about it and talk to Joe). 
· The BOP show that will come from out of state (World Bird Sanctuary in Saint Louis), will start the first Monday of April. They’ll have some other animals like rats, some parrots and a crow.  They may bring a baby barn owl.  They’ll probably want to use some of our birds.   The programs will be seven days a week into June and July.  Docents will not have to put on shows to fill program gaps, unlike previously stated. These guys will be doing shows every day of the week.
· The hut by the new education building will be redone so story time can take place there. Pam will be bringing in some stuff including wooden benches, so it will be more like a story time corner.  
· We will get some new stereo equipment, mics, a new cd turntable and having all our stuff professionally cleaned.  This will be within the next two weeks . 
· There will be two admission pricing started in the summer: off season and in season/on season.
Education Curator: Pam Swift-Brooks
· Program costs have gone up.
· Birthdays: Two Types Now:
· The Jungle Room party:
·  The room with the parrots will be the main party room.  *
· Setup is different: the party is basically a 2 hour room rental and program.  
· We’re going to include train ride as well.  
· We will not do the guided tour.  
· Animal presentation will be in education buidling (6 animals).  
· Cake and ice cream still.
· New price: $160 members / 180 non-members.  Includes 15 people.  $8 per person after that.  30 max folks.
· Starts around March (Keith is already booking these)
· *May move parrots into the other room.  
· Share the Care party: 
· These parties center around the child adopting an animal and contributing to the enrichment fund.  Some things you can do is show the kids used enrichment items and “enrich” the kids to explain why enrichment is important.
· Birthday child will be get adoption packet (free pass to zoo, Share the Care membership card for a year, invitation to “Share the Care bq” party with keeper chats, animal photo, notepad, pen, notes from keepers and a zoo book). 
· Docents  will bring the kids down, do a creature feature based on the animal (lion party, do African animals and tell the kids how they interact) and lead them on “safari” tour.
· The kids all get safari gear, inflatable globe, pith helmet, backpack, pencil, etc.
· On “safari,” help the kids identify the enrichment items the animals have and talk about enrichment.  
· Ages 6-12.  
· $275 for members, $300 for non-members, 15 people maxing at 20.  
· Zoofari: 
· This year, we’re doing thematic summer camps (Edventure Camps) for a week.  The biggest difference is that these are structured to be like “summer camps” so they will last M-T-W-Th (all week).  The “camp” will be repeated twice for each age group and kids can take one day or all four days.
· Classes are made to be designed separately but fit together in one cohesive theme, so you do not have to design the whole week if you do not want to.  If you are interested in helping or designing one of the classes, please let Amanda or Pam know.  The overall theme for this year is “Share the Care.” Teaching kids to care for animals and the planet. The classes are roughly as follows (will probably change slightly):
· Connect the tots (ages 4-5): Amphibian Transformers, Reptiles Rock, The Bird is the Word, Warm and Fuzzies (Pam is heading this one so far)
· Finders Keepers (grades 1-3):  Pet keeper, Farm keeper, Exotic keeper, Zoo keeper (Carleen has expressed interest in class design here, but we still need teachers)
· Conservation Kids (Grades 4-6): The Wet Planet, Amphibian 911, Arkansas Wetlands and Intro to Field Research (Amanda is heading this one, our AZAD grant proposal centered on this class, and if it is accepted it will determine the direction of much of the content.  We will know in March . . . however, the content is more of an “outline” and could still use some help.  If you’re interested, please contact Amanda).
· “Heading” a class just means that the person has information about the class content.  None of the class material is written.  We could still use your help to design the class and to teach the class.  We would like these to be a team effort (so, if you want to help design a class, that does not mean you have to teach it . . . or if you have the time to teach or help teach a class, that does not mean you have to design it (though I would recommend you at least converse with the team who designed your class).  We are hoping to make Zoofari less of a time intensive task as in the past the person had to design, teach and assemble the entire class.  But, hey, if you want to do that, that’s fine too!

Picnic dates and have been announced, will attach that sheet.
Not too late to come Costa Rica! So far, we have five docents going (and I’m going to post a message to AZAD too).  It’ll be a blast. Informational meeting Saturday . . . I’m not even trying to put the date because I keep getting it wrong.
