March 14, 2009

Docents present:  Victoria Meyer, Em Smith, Michelle, Tony Bello, Medine, Joan, John Goss, Wendie Brown

Victoria motioned to approve the minutes from last time with one amendant, she was not listed in the docents present, but she was indeed present (she was in the floor).  Al seconded.

Keeper Report - Karen Caster

Small Carnivores/Bears/Big Cats:

· The bush dog girls are in quarantine (QT). They have about 3 weeks left.  

· The spot-necked otters have been separated.  Camillie had a baby on the 12th.  

· The Grizzlies are still sleeping. They hope they sleep through the birthday party next week.  

· Nothing new in small carnivores.

· Modifications for the lion yard are finished.  Bakari has access 30-1hr everyday.  

Large Hoofstock/Tunnel:
· Same old stuff.  They are still working on elephants. 

· The kudo are on the veldt now.  The zebra should be moved soon.

· The baby dik dik, Jingle, passed away.  They think maybe she got too cold because she was found outside.  They suspect the older females may have pushed her out of the shelter.

Birdhouse: 

· The wompoo fruit doves hatched another baby. 

· They moved two ruddy shell ducks from the birdhouse to the pond.  They had to get adjusted pretty quickly because of the record numbers on the free day.

· The two lorikeet hatchlings are doing good.  They still have 3 eggs that could hatch.

Reptiles:

· Both red-eyed tree frogs died soon after the last meeting.  

· We got two new yellow and black poison dart frogs, and a dyeing dart frog in.  

· The Indigo snake did lay eggs. She laid 5 viable eggs and two that did not pass.  Indigo snakes are a SSP animal.


Farm:

· They had some baby otters brought from Hot Springs.  They were about 3 weeks old.  Otters are sensitive and hard to care for when they are that young.  So far two have passed away.   They only have one female left.

· We have five new guinea in the nursery.  They will go out with the other guinea.

· The Farm has test positive again for Johne’s, Mycobacterium paratuberculosis.  It is almost impossible to kill once you have it.  They are going to permanently close the contact yard, and rearrange the animals so the public can’t pet the sheep or goats.  They will get chickens and geese and stuff where the contact yard was.  Johne’s only effects ruminants so pigs, etc will be possible.  They are not planning to euthanize anyone, but we will have no more ruminants.  

Great Apes: 

· Maholly, the chimp, is pregnant, but she’s not due until early fall.  

· Judy, the chimp, is due anytime.  

· Intros with the chimp boys have been changed.  They aren’t doing them with Chance anymore, he was not cooperating.  They are doing them inside with Judy because of the weather.  She hangs out and the boys get closer and closer to her.  

· Mark Hartman passed away.  He was a teacher at UALR.  

Primates:

· The introduced the marmosets in QT.  In a couple of weeks, they will move to the Lender exhibit.

· SSP has recommended sending the two callimico boys out to Brevard Zoo in Florida. We will get a male and female in, so they will be breeding.

· Moses, the mangabey, crashed about a week ago (he’s diabetic), and they almost lost him.  He’s ok now.

· The siamangs are still not out.  Now, they are redoing the bridges.  They have to finish that before they go out again.

· The fish that were up in that pond had fish pox.  They had to euthanize them all.  Fish pox is passed via physical contact with other fish, but they were scared of maybe a heron or something dropping one in another pond (or the wild) and passing it.  All other fish are ok and the pond will have new fish soon.

· The hiring freeze is off, so primates has a new part-time keeper named Bobbie, .  He is woking on masters degree.

· They had a lemur baby born on Friday the 13th to Pepper and the deceased Jerry.  They don’t know if it’s male or female.  Pepper is taking care of it right now. It’s the first ring-tailed baby ever and the first lemur baby in 17 years.  
Education Animal Report – Pam Swift-Brooks

· Please close cages when you take an animal out.  Please sign animals out if they have a sign out board (amphitheater).  The animal cage should be in the same condition as you found it, which means close doors and latch cages.  Make sure you use the in/out signs that are in the reptile room.
· They want to move Trey over to education permanently and hire someone else to be a swing keeper.  They want the new person to work in all of Joe’s areas.  It will probably happen by April 1.  
· We have WBS sanctuary folks here.  They are using Barnabus in their show.  I saw him FREE FLYING with no creance or anything on Tuesday.  He was doing great!  Way to go Barn!  You’re a superstar!

· Spirit and Shadow are still unusable, but should be usable pretty soon. 
· Captain jack is recovering from his leg injury.  He’s still being in a crate. He should be able to be tethered again soon.
· The baby prickly sticks doing well.  
· The last Vietnamese walking stick passed away.  
· We may get a fan-tailed dove.  They are very easy to handle and even the public can touch them.  Barbara Brown’s daughter breeds them.

Education Curator Report – Pam Swift-Brooks
· Keith will be here on Sundays so there will be 7 day coverage for the new building.
· There were 27,000 people here on Coleman free day. Coleman donated $10,000 for that day and  $50,000 in in-kind donations.  The zoo got good reviews.

· Someone asked about uniforms, Pam said she prefers kahki shorts and no open toed shoes. You should also wear your zoo uniform shirt.
· Zoo admin, including Pam, worked on the mission statement and vision for the zoo yesterday.  Pam will ask for input from us when appropriate.  

· We went over the “Share the Care” and “Jungle Room” parties.  Some concerns about the parties were brought up.

· The ed building is called the “Green Machine” now.  

· Edventure camps (“zoofari”) are coming up for Spring break and summer.

· She is trying to work with multiple groups including City year (they have a camp initiative), UALR teachers program and Arkansas Strive. She is trying to get teachers to teach some of the classes. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:01.  

