Docent Meeting – 8/13/2011

Called to order at 11:05; Jayne approved minutes from last meeting, Nicole seconded.

Mark Shaw:

· Mark talked about the article about Louie the chimp’s death.   He had a genetic anomaly.  It lies dormant until something sparks it.  The paper mentioned that we lost maned wolf and kudu (female).  It’s been a hard few weeks for the staff.

· Uniforms:  If you still haven’t picked up your uniform shirt, see Mark.

· Thanks for helping with the programs.  Keep signing up.  Remember to take the invoice and the evaluation forms.  Check the book for every program you do.  They send them back.  We're getting rave reviews. AZA did look at those.

· Birthday parties are picking back up.  Please sign-up.  Birthday parties are fun now.  Try it again if you haven't done a new one.  

· Everyone that helped teach in  a zoofari class, thanks!   We got emails about the classes and how great they were.  We’ll be talking about new Zoofari classes soon, so keep that in mind.

· Turn in hours on time.  Please get them to Rick.  

· We went through accreditation in July.  There wasn't anything that wasn't expected.  The whole point of accreditation is to point out things that you wouldn't think about every day.  We're working on some things they pointed out.  

· Cossatot has asked April 26-28 for their BOP show.

· Zoo Jam: Toby Keith and Sara Evans.  Tickets are available for purchase.  The zoo is doing nothing staff wise, but we get a percentage.  

· Wendie sent out a phone list.

· Boo: We are in charge of the costume contest.  You can talk to Katie if you want to do other things.  

· Animal interns have mostly gone back to school.  

· November 30 is Jayne's last day here at the zoo.  Moving to December 8.  

Joe:

· Hannah Brown has joined the education department.  She will graduate from UCA this year.  

· Trey got accepted into business school at UofA.  

· Maned wolves in the future?  Maybe.  Maybe cape hunting dogs, maybe hyenas.  We don’t know.

· Joe's wife Amy is expecting a baby girl.  Congrats!

· We have two penguins in education.  We have exhibit animals.  The idea was to put the ed penguins with the rest of the colony while the show isn't going on.  We do not meet the minimum requirements for social compatibility with the two penguins being alone.   Skipper and Eze are recommended to breed.  So, they may go behind education to bond.

Amanda R: 

· Petry the kestrel has an eye infection.  One eyelid is bigger than the other.  

· Stuart the rabbit has a mole growing on the bottom of his foot.  The mole is going to be removed.

· Miss Hogg, the hedgehog had a crazy eye like Roscoe.  It was was sticking out, but hers is doing better.  She's been responding to meds.

· We need newspaper.  Please bring some.

· We have baby prickly sticks again.  We only have about 8.  

· When you're unpacking animals and placing crates down, please be aware of what you're putting stuff on. Don't lay crates on breakable stuff. 

· The griffon vulture, Princess, is just temporary in education.  She's not an education bird (Joe said he was considered a problem bird).  She will be an exhibit bird eventually.  The red river hogs will go on exhibit in former maned wolf and vulture will go with them.  

· Don't feed any of the animals any treats.  Don't give any of the birds people food or treats without asking.  They are doing some food training with them.  They will get a list of approved treats. 

Karen:

Carnivores:
· The male capybara, River, is here and is with Delta.  They are in love.

· Chelsea the caracal: update at September meeting.

· Probably will put ocelots back together.  The female is probably not pregnant.

· They are hoping to intro the sun bears (Casey and Key Lane)

· They are hoping to have Tasha and Thor, sloth bears, back together in September. 
· The female spot-necked otter has a birth control implant in.  

Large Hoofstock:
· The hoofstock keepers are mostly working  the new elephants to get them settled in.  They are working on doing public encounters and walking the new girls.  Someone mentioned the sign should be changed.

· They are rearranging the black rhino's yard (Naivasha).  It should be easier to see her.

Birds:
· The bird house is being painted.  
· We have 5 guineas on the grounds.  
Tunnel:
· We lost Lycos the female maned wolf and Casey the kudu.  
· The anteaters are together and enjoy each other.  

Reptiles:

· The broadhead skink died.  The young female is on exhibit right now.  
· The savu python died. They don’t know why.  

· The naked mole rats have been moved.  Right now they are in quarantine.  They will be there until the conservation outpost is finished.
· We have a SSP recommendation to send the Louisiana pine snakes out.  They want to concentrate them in just a few zoos.
· One of the leopard geckos died.  Jeff got our education ones.

Great Apes:

· Louie, the chimp, passed away.  They had been working with him for over 3 weeks.   Mikey is doing great.  
· Sekani, the gorilla, has been recommended for breeding.  They've been through the motions, but they don't know if she'll be pregnant.  
· Kendi , the chimp, will be 2 on August 29.  
· Nothing new with orangutans.  
· Brutus and Trudy, the gorillas are still fine.

Primates:
· Ariadne, the female black lemur, passed away.  She was 21, which is older for a lemur.  
· Cagney, the male black lemur, has periarticular hyperostosis (a disease of soft tissue in joints).  It’s common in black lemurs and eventually leads to kidney failure.  He can't jump like he used to.  He's doing well.  He goes out with ringtails.  The life expectancy is 18-21 and he's 21.  The record is 22.
· The intros between ringtails and black and white ruffs are going well.  There’s lots of chasing and bouncing around.  
· They got a new ringtail lemur named bandit.  He is 4 years old and was a pet.  It will be hard to integrate him.  He's never seen another lemur.  He will be hands off.  Pet lemurs have been known to be aggressive
· We have a recommendation for Mod the douroucouli to go out for breeding.  We’ll get a female for Marty.
· Yenn and Isabelle, the marmosets, are showing their age.   They are monitoring them.
· They started back working on the east side of primate building.  

End 12:05   

