Docent meeting
Saturday, 04/10/2010
Called to order 11:01 a.m.
Director’s Report - Mike Blakely
Covered in Education Department report

Education Animals – Joe Darcangelo/Trey Raglin
· Amanda Reid, the new Education Program coordinator was introduced.  In her role, she will develop programs for the Amphitheatre stage called Wild Wonders.  These programs will begin 5/8 and be held Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.  Amanda will begin programs without docent help.  Docents who want to help must give their names to Amanda G.  These names will be compiled and delivered to Joe for consideration.  Process details will be distributed at a later time.
· Animals to be in the Wild Wonders program:  Latte, Spirit, Barnabas, Pesos, Rosie, Burmese Python, Ball Python. The BOPs listed cannot be used for other programs at all.  Reptiles cannot be used Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.  All other birds and animals can be used as normal.

· Docents can request the non-BOP animals on the list for special occasions.  

· Rosie, the opossum, is on meds (daily - .03 cc of Medicam – a mild pain reliever) for her hip dysplasia and is not suffering at the present time.  She will be used exclusively the Wild Wonders show.

· Pete and Repeat – new baby opossums are being raised to replace Rosie.

· Amanda R. has provided a list of animals to add to the education department.
· Penguins will be coming in the next couple of weeks – no date set.  Trey and Amanda R. are being sent to the Tulsa Zoo for penguin training.  

· Education Animals – 
· Lucky, the dwarf rabbit, was euthanized 2 weeks ago.

· Cannot take any animal out without checking with Trey or Amanda R. first.

· Reptile room is re-arranged.

· The fan-tailed pigeon will trained to be handled more easily in programs.

· 7 baby prickly sticks have hatched out.

· Shadow, the Harlan’s Hawk, is in full health now and is being trained.

· Pecos, Harris Hawk, injured himself with his hallux.  He is being treated with bumblefoot meds.  

Director’s Report/Education Department – Mark Shaw
· Mark requested that all docents turn in their hours to Victoria asap.  The city is working on several grants to acquire money and docent hours are critical to some grant qualification.
· Mark asked that more docents sign up for programs.  

· Zoo reach programs will continue to be scheduled on the weekends depending on what else is scheduled that day.  Zoo reach programs will not be scheduled on weekdays during the Zoofari Classes.  Zoo education will continue with the birthday parties and other non-reach programs.  

· At this point, no zoo snoozes will be schedules until fall.

· Zoofari classes – Zoo will be doing an E-blast to advertise them.  

· Sharon Simmons designed the Zoofari class t-shirt logo.  Aqua is the preferred shirt color.

· Earth Day – Mark will set up schedule for a biofacts table.

· May 3 – Cleveland Zoo docents will be visiting.  They will be here from 10 to 2.  Approximately 50 Cleveland Zoo docents will be attending.  Two groups will be formed.  Two LR Zoo docents are asked to lead each group.

Animal Report – Karen Caster
Carnivores:

· Ocelot is not pregnant.  She is going into heat again.  She will be introduced to the male in hopes of a baby in the fall.
· Cameron, the Capy, is swimming in his pool.
· Moby, clouded leopard will be going back to Atlanta as planned.
· Francois the sloth bear went to National Zoo as planned.  The trip went well.
· The bushdog is probably pregnant again.  Since all other pups are still here, will probably move some of the bushdogs to old otter ex

· Buffalo and Otto, the otters, are together now.
· Porcupine girls will move to Moby’s exhibit when empty

· Canid TAG will be meeting to determine if bushdog breeding should continue.
· Nyla, the lioness, is currently 15 years old and showing some signs of age.  Her appetite is down and keepers are watching her for decline.
Large Hoofstock
· Doing giraffe tours on Sat/Sun - $10 for individuals 13 years and up/ $5 for individuals under 13.
Tunnel:

· Blue cranes have moved to dik dik exhibit and are being introduced

· Working to get the male kudu in May

Bird house:

· The guineas have been let out.  They were put in with babies to prevent predation.  The zoo kept 4 females and sent the rest to another facility
· Lory exhibit is open Saturdays.

· It is about roul roul egg time – they will be seen around the bird house.  Keepers will pick them up – not breeding

· Andrea – working bird house mostly

· Steve Parker – coming back to work camels and lorikeets

Reptiles:
· Mexican Burrowing python died.

· One of the free ranging geckos in Reptiles south was found with broken leg.  In treatment.
· New tiger salamander – 

· Golden frogs – those that have passed were on exhibit.  The ones off exhibit have not been dying.  One theory is the running water in the exhibit enclosure.  All are now off exhibit to test the theory
· Poison dart frogs are off exhibit while exhibit is broken down.  Currently has 3 green and black and 1 yellow and black.  Will be trying to get more from other zoo.

· Looking at potential of housing golden frogs and dart frogs together.

· Trying to get another amphiuma.
· One of the axolotyl passed away suddenly – now have 3 total.
· Naked Mole Rats are back on exhibit in the ATM bldg.
Farm:
· One of the flamingos broke her wing.  Back in yard and doing well.

· Nothing has happened with the black swan eggs.  

Primates/Great Apes:

· Great apes – have been able to re-unite Mahale and Chance – when he gets wound up he removes himself from Mahale and the baby.  Mahale is acting confident and comfortable.  

· Trudy had her 53rd birthday in April.  She is the 2nd oldest gorilla in captivity.  She’s doing well.

· The gorilla family - Trying to pin down Catherine’s cycle.  Want to sedate her and examine her to pin down cycle and hopefully do fertility treatments. 
· Brutus will be getting a physical this week.  He has not shown any heart issues.

· A Geoffroys’ Marmoset baby was born in March 13.  Most of the time it is on dad unless nursing.  This is normal.  The mom usually gets pregnant again right away.  

· The Callimico has a thyroid condition.  She is very valuable genetically for breeding.  Will examine and get meds scheduled.
· Spider monkeys – scary tree is down.  The moat is clean. Thanks to all docents who helped.  All had a physical while inside.  They are out now.  Linda, the oldest, had a huge tumor removed 10 years ago.  Her physical appearance appeared like the tumor was back but the exam indicated no tumor. She is 39 years old.

Keepers will have a bake sale at Earth Day.
Woo at the Zoo – Saturday, April 24.  Doors open at 6 and tour starts at 6:15.
Bowling for Rhinos – June 17.  A raffle will be held.  

New Business

· Programs – Kenley provided a copy of the Programs chapter from the docent training manual to all docents in the meeting.  The Programs chapter is new to training and all docents should have the chance to review the new training information.
· AZAD 2010 is in Chicago and the Little Rock Zoo docent carpool will be Saturday September 4 through Sunday September 12 (the conference is actually Thur-Sat with pre and post trips on Wed & Sun).  We'll see 4 different zoos, an aquarium, baseball and more.  If you're interested, let Amanda G. know and she can get you a full schedule. 

 

· AZAD 2011 is in Memphis from August 29 to September 4.  Little Rock will be hosting 2 side trips (pre and post).  We'll also be running the raffle room, which will mean that some of us will have to be in Memphis during the whole convention.  Also, a few of us will need to be there pre-conference to help them set-up.  We'll have more information at a late date, but get ready!

Old Business
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