August Docent Meeting - August 21, 2010
Al; Victoria approved last month’s minutes.
Mark Shaw – General Curator

· The penguin exhibit will be handed over to the zoo on 10/1.  Laura the Penguin will debut on 9/4 in the Wild Wonders Show.  Right now, she’s a baby so she will only be handled by Amanda R,  Mark and Joe (Mark did not specify Mike, but I’m sure him too).  Mark said that could change, but we would address that as it comes.

·  The green room/birthday room is still off limits.   Please ask Amanda and Trey if you need biofacts.
· Mark talked to us about the RazorRock Rally and “hogs around the world” at the zoo. He wanted Docent Minglers, but the positions were filled.  Still, cool to be involved with the Rally,

·  Anna is a past intern who is still helping out.  All the other animal interns are finished except for Gretchen.
· Thanks to all who have completed BOP recertification.  Newbie buddies will be Amanda and Trey.  Once you are certified to a level, you can work with other BOP handlers
· We need the docent training committee to get together and set up training time.
· Mark asked about AZAD Memphis.  It’s going to be from August 29-Sept 4, but we may have pre & post trips to Little Rock.  AZAD members will find out in Chicago as Memphis is having an AZAD meeting and invited.  We will let you know at September meeting.
· September meeting will be the third Saturday.  Hopefully it will be the last one.

· The vet tech position is announced, but not filled.  The penguin keeper description has been written but not announced.
· Boo 2011 is going to be October 21-24; 28-31.  
· Tom got a grant to ID all the trees in the zoo. He has a pretty neat brochure made.  The tags look neat too.

· The shade structure construction starts on Monday.  Power will be off in part of the zoo.
· Thanks for all your help and doing programs.

· Budget is still tight.  Café is probably going to be closing in Dec. and Jan.
· AZA accreditation is next year (summer) .  We may be called upon to paint, clean, etc.

· Mark and Mike will be Houston 9/11-9/17.

Trey and Amanda – Education Keepers
· Chelsea, the African Grey Parrot, has ecoli.  The rest of the birds will be tested this week.  She’ll be moved in with the penguin to keep the penguin company when she clears up.  They like to talk to each other.

· Sydney the Great horned owl has cataracts. She’s more baity than normal.  She is getting old. 
· The new screech owl and kestrel won’t be here for a few more weeks.  They have some sort of bacteria. Being treating at Rodney’s place and being QTed there.
· We may get new hedgehogs in September.  We’re still working on getting ferrets.  Hedgehogs are from a private breeder.  
· Where do we get education animals?  Many animals are donated.  Some are born here.

· The raven is on schedule (nevermore?).  We’ll get him the end of September.  It will have to be QTed.  
· Matilda, the python, weighs 13 lbs.  
· Don’t be afraid to ask Amanda and Trey if you’re not sure about something.   They will help you out. 
· Be sure to ignore the parrots (aka psittacines) when they are being loud and obnoxious.  Talking to them only encourages it.

· We have a full time volunteer named Anna who will be with us for a few weeks.  She interned in great apes and primates.  
Karen Caster- Karen wasn’t here so she sent the following.

Hey guys, sorry I am missing your meeting again!  I am well on my way to Philadelphia for the National AAZK Conference.  Should be great fun!  I will see you guys in September.  In the mean time here is my report (Just imagine it is me giving it).

Carnivores

SCA    
· The female ocelot got a slight injury to her leg, so they separated her and the male for medicating purposes. Going ahead and keeping them separate until the heat breaks, also watch to see if she is pregnant.  If there is no sign of her being pregnant then they will reintroduce them when it cools off.

Bears

· The bushdogs have been separated into male and female groups.  Anita had shown signs of heat and do not want more babies until we know the current litter can be placed.  Also Moose and Amber (at SCA) have shown breeding activity.  Don’t expect them to have pups, but just in case, they don’t want more on the way.

BCD

· The tigers are locked in due to resurfacing the waterfall and fixing leaks in the pool.  This could last into next week.  The lions and jaguars are out.  The jaguars may end up off exhibit when they are done for work on their pool.  So someone of the big cats may be off exhibit for the next month.

Tropical Bird House

· A Pink Necked Fruit Dove died

· The Asian waterfall is up and going

Large Hoofstock

· Mesi the Giraffe weighs 1998 lbs and he is still growing!

· The Elephants are the same.

Tunnel

· The Crowned Crane chick was pinioned Tuesday and is doing well.

Reptiles

Pole Barn (Conservation Outpost)   
· Had some problems with the African Cichlids, have Stabilized everything and have 5 types.

· Added a Louisiana Pine Snake.  They are an SSP animal.

· Added 2 Giant Day Geckos (they are African).  So there are none off exhibit now.

· Eventually we will get a new Naked Mole Rat Colony and it will go up there.

· The leucistic axolotl died,  It had edema; the necropsy did not show a cause. Having all the axolotls on exhibit did not work out.  One was biting the others.  Jeff took the big one off exhibit, then we lost the white one.  Currently only the older small one is one exhibit.

· We are down to 1 Golden Frog!  It is on exhibit with the dart frogs and seems to be doing well.

· We have 7 Dyeing Dart Frogs.  They were all very small when they came in.  3 are big enough to be put on exhibit.  When one more gets big enough Jeff will put another one on exhibit and keep the other 3 off exhibit.

· Got a new firebellied toad to replace the one that died.

· The Gopher snake healed well and is back on exhibit.

· A Leopard Gecko died.  It appears to be old age.  It came in 1995 as an adult!

· They female Tokay Gecko had to be euthanized. She had a crushed jaw.  Think the male grabbed it when they were both going for food.

· A Naked Mole Rat died, age related.  The current colony is old and we will probably see more of them pass (this is why we are getting a new one for the Pole Barn)

· There are plans to move the Crocodile Monitor to the Pole Barn, but have to modify an area for him.

Farm
· A prairie dog passed away.

Great Apes

· Bahati, Chimpanzee, has been recommended by SSP to move to Lowry Park Zoo in Florida.  Don’t have a date yet.  (and yes he is Kendi’s dad).

Primates
· We had a baby Geoffroy’s Marmoset Friday the 13th.  It was strong and doing well.  Saturday the 14th Becky, mom, seemed extremely tired, but okay.  At the end of the day we saw she had not passed the placenta, we removed it per Vet and discovered she had another baby that she had not delivered.  We gave her meds to help her deliver it, but that did not work.  The vet had to remove it (of course it was deceased).  She said it was extremely large and that Becky could never have delivered it.  During all the catching of Becky the newborn sustained injuries and Tuesday it passed away.  Becky seems to be recovering well.  We are hoping she skips this cycle and wait a month before becoming pregnant again. She is extremely valuable genetically and SSP really wants more kids from her.

· Lemurs are doing well.  They don’t seem to mind they are missing the heat.  Last I heard we should get the wire in next week.  That should be all we are waiting on.  It is going to be great and give them so much more climbing space.  The guys that Installed the wire on the Penguin exhibit will be installing this wire.
Well I think that is everything.  I guess if you have questions you will have to ask Mark or save them for me later (.

