Document June 14, 2008
Docent Meeting
In Attendance:  Keith Wenger, Heidi Dukat, Victoria Meyer, Em Smith, Ted Bailey, Lynn French, Jeanne Housley, Joan Deraleau, Eleanor Connelly, Yvonne Hurley, Tony Bello, Mary Anne Calkins, Amanda Galiano, Pam Swift-Brooks, Karen Caster, George Peterson, Medine Watson
Called to order 12:05 p.m.  Minutes approved, motioned by Lynn, seconded by Victoria

Keeper Report by Karen Caster :
Small Carnivores-
· Camie, the ocelot, passed away.  The necropsy showed kidney failure and small perforations in her intestine.  They found no foreign bodies.  The SSP has been notified that Timber needs a mate or companion.
· Sunda, the bintarong, with the amputated tail is doing well.  His tail is healing, but he gets cuts and scratches on it every now and again.  It should heal.
· Divia, the red panda who passed away, had a hole in her intestine.  It looked more like an ulcer than a puncture.  They have been encouraging Pan to come out more but she is not cooperating.  They are thinking about letting her share the yard something else.
· We may move some porcupines to the small carnivore area into one of the clouded leopard exhibits.  It will be at least 4-5 years before we get clouded leopards.

· I wrote down African spotted-necked otters, but I don’t remember why.  Oops.  Maybe they are being considered for the red panda or the clouded leopard exhibit.  Maybe I was just randomly writing animal names.  They’re the most aquatic of the otter species and pretty neat, for whatever reason I wrote them down.

· We are going to get the two female Bush dogs from Stuggart, Germany. It will probably take a long time for all the paper work to be sorted out.   There is a possibility that they will stick one female with each of the males.
· The sloth bear cubs are on hold until fall.  It is too hot to ship now.

Big Cats-
· Nothing new at big cats. Simone, the Asiatic black bear, goes out into the lion yard at around 3:30 or 4:00 every day.
Bears-
· Bear awareness week went well. Debbie says thanks!  She said people really enjoyed it. They made: $860, 150 for the bear tag, and $711 for the zoo conservation fund.
Hoofstock-
· Well, a little late since I was lazy with the minutes, but on Tuesday we got the female black rhino from Linkin park zoo.  Her name is Naivasha, and she’s 26 years old.  They were supposed to have a videographer to record her coming for the press.  They don’t have a specific breeding recommendation but if they breed, that’s great.  She has babies in the past, but she’s older.

· They have started the destruction to the elephant area.  They’ll be expanding the building soon.
Tunnel-
· The dik dik has been moved to his exhibit, but you have to really look for him.  He’s hiding well.  
· The crowned crane “chicks” mom and dad have kicked them out.  Mom and dad have started nesting again. They’re in the yard the dik dik was in.
·  Amboro, the maned wolf, is going to be leaving us for another zoo.  Paul is swapping yards with Rock and Lycos.  Luau and Lycos have been oked to breed. They pulled her implant last week.
· Rio, the older maned wolf, has severe arthritis and went off food for a while.  They loaded him up with pain killers.  He has been doing better and has started eating again.  He will be 15 later this year and is the oldest one we’ve ever had here (11-12 average).
Bird House-
· A female nicobar pigeon died.  We are still waiting on the necropsy.  
· We had another rainbow lori pass away.  The previous one died from impaction. Again, still waiting on the necropsy.

· The summer help is here.  There is a possibility that they will turn the Lorikeet Landing gift shop into a concession stand.  The shop hasn’t been open since August. 
· One of the loirkeet fledglings is a female, named Cupid.  Xerxes is what they calling the other one. 
·  They are hoping that the black-naped fruit-dove pair is sitting on eggs.

Farm- 
· No bad news.  
· They have a bunny that was donated to them.  He was the star of clown’s magic act. His name is Jack and he is black.  He’s in the nursery.  He’ll go in the woodchuck yard and may get some friends.  
· Flamingos are exhibiting nesting behaviors.  They have hot wire along the pond.  When it’s finished, the flamingos will get to stay out all night and maybe we will actually have babies.  

· Heidi thinks she saw a muskrat.  Not good.

 Reptiles-
· They have several new animals: giant whip scorpions, two red-headed centipedes.

· A couple of red-eyed tree frogs passed away.  We got 3 new ones, but they are too small to exhibit.  
· The three Louisiana pine snakes are here.   Two are out of QT and one is still in QT. The one that is still in is a finicky eater so, nothing going in means no fecal to pass QT.

·  Some of the animals in the reptile building are going to the conservation outpost. 
· A white-lipped tree viper passed away.  Jeff is putting the eyelash vipers where it was and will have exhibits for both color phases.
· We have no panther chameleons yet.  
· The male green basilisk is very arthritic and having back leg problems.  He probably won’t be around much longer.  He is still on exhibit but is usually on the ground.  Jeff is looking for another.
· The name of the giant retic is Delta Diamond.  There is a video of her eating out on the web.

· The naked mole rats have moved to conservation outpost.  You can see them there.
 Apes-
· JJ, the gorilla, had EKG.  He has very advanced heart disease. They have started him on meds, and he is tolerating them well.   Ann said that you don’t just stick them on everything at once, and that they will have to add more medications later.  They will also have to train him to put pulse ox on his tongue.  He has not been joining the family group outside by his own volition and they aren’t encouraging him, due to his condition.  He’s usually out until 10:00 and then in.  They are thinking about letting him out at the end of the day too.  They are conferring with a gorilla cardiac specialist with all his meds.  Heart disease is genetic and found in 80% of captive male.  They don’t plan to ever knock him down again.  He may not come back up.  There are no official readings on Brutus.  No news is good news.  He’s probably ok.  We can probably do preventative care with Mosi.
· Chimps are doing great.  

Primates-
· They lost the part time person, Conner.  People can’t afford to live on part-time.  Emily is still around.  She’s in college so maybe she’ll stay around for a bit. 
· Tansy, the common marmoset, is off exhibit.  She has a broken leg.  She’s had it for about 3 weeks and has a big blue cast.  She’s 14 (they life expectancy is 15).

·  We have been recommended to get Geoffrey’s marmosets.  They picked a mom and her two sons, but then found out that the mom and one of her sons have health issues.  They don’t want those anymore.  They are going to ask SSP if they can switch.
Bowling for Rhinos: July 17 at Millennium bowl.  Be there!  Looking for good door prizes/silent auction prizes.  If you know of anyone who wants to donate anything, let Karen or Jayne know.
Education Animal Report (Keith and Pam): 

· Acorn, the screech owl, is laying kind of sternal.  That isn’t normal and he’s been on the vet list several times for it.

·  Some folks in admin have had issues with borrowing animals.  Let’s not do it too.  If you borrow the animals (or anytime you handle them), follow protocols.  If you do use acorn, wear a glove, etc.  
· Lucky, the rabbit, is looking a lot better. She had skin issues going on.  Hasn’t had a chance to talk to Marilyn about it.  
· We have a new batch of prickly sticks in.  
· Mouth rot is still an issue for some of our snakes (casper, monty).  Keep an eye on them.  Jeff says it’s highly contagious. Again, follow protocol (please be careful mixing bowls, wash in between snakes, don’t reuse bags, etc.  unless they’ve been cleaned). 

· Lori is the new summer weekend keeper.  Say hi if you see her.  Make sure if you come in, Lori has something to do.  She needs to learn her job.  
· We’ve had issues with freckle’s, the king snake, cage.  Overcompensate for the crack.  Put extra clips there.  He can escape if you do not!

· We are in summertime mode now.  Keep an eye out for ants in the raptor area.  Diatomaceous earth  is inside the big white buckets in the mew.  It is non-toxic.  You can put it in the new where you see ants.  Help us make sure the birds food doesn’t stay out too long, etc.

· Also, remember our heat/animal exposure guidelines.

· Latte, the black vulture, had been moved to the cage facing Lynn, the bald eagle.  He seems to be doing a lot better.  
· We have a de-furring device to get loose hairs off animals.  It’s mostly for the rabbits.  You can use that tool on them.  They love it.  It looks like a hoe (the garden tool, not the scantily clad woman).
Ed assistant-Keith Wenger
· We will move the bdays back into the new ed building soon.  The kids can go to the new ed building for eating and go up to the theater for the animal stuff.  Keith was hoping to have that ready for this Saturday.  

· They are discussing making a key accessible again.  
· Pam got us new name tags.  The name font is larger.  You can pick yours up.
· Well, during the meeting we discussed that the Cincinatti Zoo docents were coming Tuesday.  They came.  They had a fun time.  They complemented our zoo and the wonderful docents who came out to show them around and show off the zoo.   Thanks to everyone who came out.  They brought 26 docents/volunteers/staff.  We had about 10 of us show them around and set up the room.  GREAT JOB guys!!
· Zoofari could use some helpers.  Not having a website has been bad.  
Ed Curator-Pam Swift-Brooks
· We have a new membership person named Kelli.  She does do curriculum and has been an interpreter.  She’s been giving Pam ideas.  She showed us a walk around book Kelli did for another zoo.

· When the building is up and running, zoo snoozes will be indoors.   We can accommodate small church groups, scout groups, etc.  
· We have a new hours sheet.  It’s a tracking system for Pam. It breaks down the different job titles.  
· If you have recorded your hours for this quarter, you can use it now and turn it in for this quarter’s hours.  Pam would like feedback if you do (or if you don’t and have feedback).

· I know a lot of us just record “education hours.”  Pam said it was fine to use the old reporting system this time and start on the new sheet next quarter (July).

· It was brought up “why?” Pam said she wants to see who likes to do what so we can better match people up.  This will help with the master schedule (see next part) and help Keith figure out who to call.  

· We will also look at a master schedule.  Instead of just have programs on dates, Pam would like docents to tell her what dates they can be here and book programs accordingly.    This will be a work in progress, of course.

· Pam wants us all to go through a quick interpretation training session in the next month.  She wants to make a database of themes and programs.   Heidi has done it and it’s easy.  A few of us other docents  sit in on interpretation part of the new class, but I don’t know if anyone else presented (I got confused of the schedule myself).

· There will be a new class in fall.
· If you sign up for a program and can’t make it, it’s technically your responsible to find a docent to cover it.  Keith can help and he doesn’t mind, especially if you have a real situation come up, but please keep that in mind.  He will be forwarding the docent name and phone number list out.

· Pam said she was trying to work through the process to give us the financials, like we used to get.  She said it is hard, because the city is way behind.  Bobby used to give it to us, but she isn’t here anymore and the city isn’t even up to date with anything.  She said she will keep at it.
Don’t forget the picnic on July 19 and yes, BFR that week too!  I can’t wait!!

Adjourned at 1:10.  
