Docent Meeting

January 10,2009
Approval: Victora, Eleanor
Keeper Report: Karen Caster

Carnivores: 
· Bakari, the new lion, is not going on exhibit at all yet.  He jumped up and was only a couple a feet from the top of the wall.  They’re going to add more hotwire and fencing.  
· Camille, the spotted-necked otter, is not pregnant. She and Kip bred again on the 6-7th of January.  Gestation is about 62 days.  It’s more likely that she will get preggers this time.  
· Grizzlies are still asleep.  
· Debbie is still looking for capybara.  Hoping to get some for spring or summer.

Large Hoofstock: 
· They weighed the elephants.  Ellen is 6,660 lbs and Mary is a chunky 9,850 lbs.  
· There will be no more intros between rhinos until they get more help.  They have advertised for one full time position in elephants.
 Tunnel: 
· They moved the anteater next to the gibbons.  
· They shifted Moe (the maned wolf in the yard) down one yard.  Moe and Murphy are both upset about it.  
· They should be moving the three crowned-cranes to the veldt in a couple of weeks.  

Bird House:

· Six lorikeets have moved away and gone to other zoos.   There are four eggs. 

· The baby Wompoo fruit-dove is doing great.
· The eagles will be moving in the next month.

Reptiles:
· The African mole snake is cleared from quarantine, but still in hospital.  It may stay there until the conservation outpost is completed.

· The Mexican burrowing python that was not doing well last meeting did die.

The Farm:

· The female dik dik gave birth on Dec 22.  The baby had to be pulled. The farm girls are raising it and giving it supplemental feedings, etc.  They named jingles. 

Great Apes

· The chimp intros are going slow, mostly due to the weather.

Primates:
· They are doing ultrasounds on Monday.  Mena the saki is not preggers.  Her implant is still there, but it moved down here back.  Pepper the ring-tailed lemur is pregnant.  Jerry, the 30 year old, is the dad.  She’s due the second week of March and if all goes well, it will be the first baby lemur since 92.  Karen had ultrasound photos.  Their normal lifespan is 25 years.  WAY TO GO JERRY!
Pam Swift-Brooks – 

· Pam is working with Keith Harris to get some help from UALR.

· Pam discussed the Degray programming and passed around the interpretative program.  It’s going to be like a fashion show.

· The BOG has approved a rate increase.  All rates have gone up $1 (it will be $9 for adults).

· They will charge a special seasonal admission for bird show this summer.

· We need some ideas for amphitheater shows on those 8 weeks (game show, bop, reptile, etc)

· Pam said it could be anything. We have to do 3 shows a day on two weekdays for those 8 weeks (24 programs total).

· Please sign animals in and out.  

· Pam wants to know when people are here to prevent issues.

· Call Pam and Joe for emergencies.  Schedule has his number.

Education animals:
· Freckles, the king snake, passed away.  He was 14 and he had lesions on liver and septicemia throughout his entire body.  Ruby doesn’t look at all that great.  She’s 19 years old, which is really old.  
· Inca, the degu, had a seizure that Saturday morning.  She is also getting old.

· There have been two prickly stick babies

Keith Wenger
· For overnight events, make sure you get receipts on meals.  Meals will be reimbursed, but not tips.  The receipt has to be itemized (name of restaurant, contact info, itemized items).    If you get gas, get it outside of Pulaski County if you would like to be reimbursed.  
· Sign up for programs, of course.

·  Docent of the day sign up (Keith wants us to start signing up for dates, just as a trial).  
· The zoo got broke in to again (the old trailer and gift shop).
· Please turn onto your quarterly hour sheets.
Other things:

· Check out http://lrzoodocents.org for minutes, take the survey, and a comment box.

· If you’re interested in the listserv, let Amanda know

· We will probably go to Memphis and Riddles again this year.

· Congrats to Michelle for winning the door prize!

Zoofari Meeting
In the zoofari meeting, we discussed the general idea of zoofari and how classes have worked in the past.  These are my notes. I’m sure other members (and I know Pam) took notes too.
Pam said we could design some indoor classes, maybe with reptiles, if we decided to do 10 weeks of zoofari.


We decided it might be ok to do the classes collectively, but we didn’t discuss much more about class design.

Themes
· We discussed class ideas:
· Pam discussed a petkeeper, earthkeeper, zookeeper week long class that one zoo did and thought it might work here sort of like our “wanna be a keeper” and explorer post merged together.  Kids would come to classes for one week to be trained and then be “unleashed” with a keeper for the last day.

· Suggested all classes be “week long” classes, so the kids in the same age group would all be in one week, but parents could maybe book for the whole week or just one day.  Rinse and repeat three times.

· An endangered species class was suggested by John Goss.  He also suggested a wetlands course.

· We did not get to specific class titles or really break it down further to age groups in this meeting.

· Theme idea:

· We thought with the current ideas plus the planned “It’s Easy Being Green” spring break classes, a “care” theme would be good.

· Random suggestions:

· Maybe work with game and fish since they are not that far away (Heifer too)

· Give kids source materials/urls/etc so they can read more when they leave the classes

· Docents need to be updated on information


· We originally started to discuss conservation, but went in to more general CE.

· Bob made a suggestion about conservation CE.  He said that it would neat if someone did a presentation for the docents before/after the meeting  (or any other time) and maybe make a handout to teach us about conservation.
· We thought that might be a good way for any docents to give/receive CE.

· If you have a topic you’re passionate about that you think other docents would be passionate about too, please email Pam, Keith or Amanda with the topic idea.  You can make a nice handout and give a presentation.
