Docent Meeting:
Keeper Report - Karen Caster:

Carnivores:
· Voda (baby) and Camillie, spot-necked otters, have been reintroduced to Kip.  They are out daily, mostly in the am.  They are still planning to switch the otters around, but haven’t gotten to it.  The 3 river otters we thought we would get are still not here.
· Moose and Amber, the pair of bush dogs are probably not pregnant.  If she is, it should be mid-July when she gives birth.
· The female clouded leopard is here.  Her name is Kuala and she is in QT. Sometime the first part of July she should be out on exhibit.
· Bakari, the lion, will be given access until 11-11:30 daily.  He’s not spending more than 1 hour or so out, but they are hoping he’ll increase that time.  
· Reminder about smiling bears talk: the author will be here 27th.  They are having 2 talks – 1 here with book signing and treats at 11 am, and one at Stella Boyle at UALR 6:30-8 (please come to this one if you can).  Part of book proceeds go to zoo.
Large Hoofstock:
· There’s a new keeper named April Yoder. She started the past week.  Jenny has been promoted to full time.  
· They are getting close to finishing the elephant barn.  
· The rhinos are being locked out during the day.  They all have access to water.  
Tunnel: 
· They just started working on the zebra fence to redo it and move zebras. 
· They had 1 crowned crane chick hatch a few days ago.  The cranes laid 3 eggs.  They figure the other 2 will not hatch.
Birdhouse:
· They are almost finished with the eagle exhibit.  
· The Red River hogs are here; they have cleared QT and are pp by pole barn.  They are brother and sister and we are calling them Leslie and Whitley.  They came with the names Passion Flower and Harry, but Noel and Betsy are changing those. 
· Lily the Sarus crane we sent to Fresno has laid a batch of eggs.  Way to go Lily!
· There are two lorie chicks that have hatched are now on exhibit.
Reptiles
· There’s a new panther chameleon in QT.  
· We have two new tiger salamanders in. 
· The large gaboon viper died.  
· The Conservation Outpost is permanently on hold because of money issues.  Karen said she may have heard they were working on it again.
Farm:
· We got more baby chickens in yesterday and will get another goose.  Working on chicken coops.  
· We will get 10 new prairie dogs soon (5 male and 5 female)
Great Apes:
· The young chimp boys have been introducing with Maholie.  They’ve been doing good.  Maholie and Louie have been grooming. Mikey doesn’t have direct contact but he is making faces and playing.
· Ashley is new intern in  GAD.  
· They are busy preparing for the chimp workshop.

Primates:
· The Geoffrey’s marmosets have been moved to building.  She doesn’t know when they will let them out out.
· Pepper and Todd, lemurs, are 100% back with the group.  The red-ruffed boys have been out with the ringtails once.  
· The siamangs are now out.  They are hoping to open the walkway next week.  They are doing something with stream.  
· Sent callimico boys out.  We did get a female in from San Antonio named Mocha and one from Denver named Cinco.
· Cierco, the lesser spot nosed guenon, is doing his preship physical to head to  phyicalal Potawatomi Zoo in Indiana.  The female we were supposed to get has some illegitimate paperwork.  She’s in England, but it looks like she was imported illegally.  We’ve been recommended to get another young male from Central Florida Coo his name is Fynn.
· There are 6 baby iguanas being houses behind lemurs until they get bigger.  They’ll be moved up to Lender when they are old enough.

Bowling for Rhinos is July 30th at Millennium Bowl 6-9 pm.  $25 per person.  BFR is lots of fun and you don’t have to be a good bowler.  As a matter of fact, I threw a ball backwards last year  (that’s how bad I suck) and I still had a good time!  Come on and join in (just don’t stand behind me).  It’s bowling and a silent auction for our AAZK chapter, to benefit rhino conservation.

Education Curator - Pam Swift-Brooks-
· Kenley and Joe set up BOP class 2 Saturdays in a row.  Em asked if you only handle the screech owl, do you have to go.  Pam said she is not sure.  There will be more classes offered.
· Trey has been bringing the BOP out.  He and Joe have asked if you use one of the birds when they are outside, put them back outside where you find them (if the other birds are out.  If the birds have been moved in for the day, put them in).  If you have any questions, ask Trey.
· The rats are coming along pretty well.  The brown one seems to be nicer.
· Francois, the pigeon, does better with some people.  He seems to be doing well.  Show his backside instead of his front, because he tends to nip.  He’s feisty when you first go to pick him up.  There’s info about him at the end of the minutes.
· Leviathan, the new speckled king snake, is still off limits.  Andrea has been working with it, but it has been musking and rattling tail.  Please don’t handle it without asking Andrea first!  
· Camps/Zoofari are going well.  
· Pam has had bad luck with strive program.  Laura Newborn, who was working with her, has to have several surgeries this summer.  


Visit the Arkansas wineries on August 1 with our docent crew.  Email Amanda if you want to go.
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All About Fan-Tailed Pigeons

The Fantail is a popular breed of fancy pigeon. It is characterized by a fan-shaped tail composed of 30 to 40 feathers, abnormally more than most members of the pigeon family, which usually have 12 to 14 feathers.  The breed is thought to have originated in India, China or Spain. There are several subvarieties, such as the English Fantail, the Indian Fantail, and the Thai Fantail.

Fantails are often used by pigeon flyers in the training of racing pigeons and Tipplers. They are used as droppers in that they are placed on the loft landing board as a signal to the flying birds to come in and be fed.  Racing Homing Pigeons have been clocked flying 92.5 mph average speed on a 400 mile race.

Pigeons have lived alongside man for thousands of years with the first images of pigeons being found by archaeologists in Mesopotamia (modern Iraq) and dating back to 3000 BC. The original pigeons lived among cliffs and rocky ledges in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. These pigeons are known as Rock Doves, and they still exist today. All Rock Doves are the same blue-bar color morphs.

It was the Sumerians in Mesopotamia that first started to breed white doves from the wild pigeon that we see in our towns and cities today and this undoubtedly accounts for the amazing variety of colors that are found in the average flock of urban pigeons.  To ancient peoples a white pigeon would have seemed miraculous and this explains why the bird was widely worshipped and considered to be sacred.  Throughout human history the pigeon has adopted many roles ranging from symbols of gods and goddesses through to sacrificial victims, messengers, pets, food and even war heroes.
Pigeons bob their heads to stabilize their visual surroundings.  In comparison, we rely more on our eye movements, not our head movements, to catch and hold images while in motion. It assists with balance, provides depth perception and sharpens their vision.
The pigeon has side mounted eyes unlike humans and owls which have forward facing eyes.  As a pigeons have monocular vision rather than binocular vision they bob their heads for depth of perception.  The pigeon’s eyes work much better with stationary images and therefore, as the pigeon takes a step forward the head is temporarily left behind.  The next step jerks the head forward again and so on.  This allows the bird to correctly orient itself.
Picture a pigeon on a moving treadmill. What do you think would happen as the pigeon walks with the speed of the treadmill and its environment remains relatively the same? Dr. Barrie J Frost (1978) did this experiment and the pigeon’s head did not bob. 
Dr. Mark Friedman (1975) also conducted a series of experiments to test the head bobbing actions of birds, using doves. His research demonstrated that the head movement is controlled more by visual stimulation than movement of the body.
The feral pigeon mates for life and can breed up to 8 times a year in optimum conditions, bringing two young into the world each time.  The frequency of breeding is dictated by the abundance of food.  The eggs take 18/19 days to hatch with both parents incubating the eggs.  Young dependant pigeons are commonly known as ‘squabs’.  Both parents feed the young with a special ‘pigeon milk’ that is regurgitated and fed to the squabs.  Each squab can double its birth weight in one day but it takes 4 days for the eyes to open. When squabs are hungry they ‘squeak’ whilst flapping their wings and as a result they are also commonly known as ‘squeakers’.  At approximately 2 months of age the young are ready to fledge and leave the nest.  This much longer than average time spent in the nest ensures that life expectancy of a juvenile pigeon is far greater than that of other fledglings.
There are many theories about how pigeons manage to return ‘home’ when released 100’s of miles from their loft.  A champion racing pigeon can be released 400-600 miles away from its home and still return within the day. This amazing feat does not just apply to ‘racing’ or ‘homing’ pigeons, all pigeons have the ability to return to their roost.  A 10-year study carried out by Oxford University concluded that pigeons use roads and freeways to navigate, in some cases even changing direction at freeway junctions.  Other theories include navigation by use of the earth’s magnetic field, visual clues such as landmarks, the sun and even infrasounds (low frequency seismic waves).  Whatever the truth, this unique ability makes the pigeon a very special bird.
Pigeons suck up water by using their beaks like straws. This is different from most birds. Most birds take sips of water and then throw their heads back to let the water trickle down their throats.
Pigeons make lots of different sounds. Their main sound is used by males to attract mates or defend their territories: coo roo-c'too-coo. The call they make from their nest is oh-oo-oor. A pigeon call of alarm is oorhh! Baby pigeons make sounds by snapping their beaks or hissing. After mating, male birds make loud noises by clapping their wings together.
Pigeons are also war heroes.  During the First World War a pigeon named Cher Ami (Dear friend) saved the lives of many French soldiers by carrying a message across enemy lines in the heat of battle.  Cher Ami was shot in the chest and the leg, loosing most of the leg to which the message was attached, but continued the 25 minute flight avoiding shrapnel and poison gas to get the message home.  Cher Ami was awarded the French ‘Croix de Guerre’ for heroic service.  Another heroic pigeon named G.I. Joe saved the lives of a thousand soldiers in World War 2 after British troops had established a position within an Italian town that was due to be bombed by allied planes. Communication equipment was down and the only means of stopping the raid was to attach a hastily written message to G.I. Joe and send him to the HQ.  G.I. Joe flew 20 miles in 20 minutes arriving at the air base whilst the planes were taxiing on the runway.  Disaster was averted with 5 minutes to spare.  G.I. Joe received the ‘Dickin’ medal for his bravery.
Pigeons achieved a 98% success rate in the missions flown in WW II, despite enemy fire, and often with mortal injuries to themselves.  In the World Wars, flying pilots carried pigeons in case they had to ditch their plane, they would release the bird for help.  Many pilots owe their lives to a pigeon.  Pigeons are still used today by the French, Swiss, Israeli, Iraqi and Chinese Armies.   Pigeons proved valuable in the Gulf War, as their messaging was not affected by the electronic jamming. 
