Docent Meeting – March 08, 08

Called to order at 12:30

Minutes approval motioned by Al, seconded by Guy

Keeper Report – Karen

Carnivores-

· Norton, the sloth bear, passed away.  He was 16 years old.  He had cancer.

· We are still waiting to send the sloth bear cubs out.  

· May 11-17 is bear awareness week

Small Carnivores:

· Ocelot intros will restart this month

· We are second on a waiting list for young capybaras.

· They are still looking for something to go in clouded leopard exhibit, since it is unlikely that we will get clouded leopards.

Large Hoof Stock:

· Jess, the new keeper in large hoof stock, is resigning. Her last day is the 16th.  She was just here for 2.5 months. 

· Jayne left for Africa (and is having a great time).  We talked about an article that was written about her but hadn't been published yet at the meeting.

Tunnel/Bird House:

· We are getting 2 Egyptian geese in Monday.  They have been qted at the dik dik exhibit.  

· A  roul roul is sitting on 7 eggs.  It is one of the younger ones.  They haven't hatched or sat on eggs before.  Karen will keep us updated.

Reptiles:

· Jeff was out of town.  

· Another Indigo snake was not well and on meds.

· We will be getting a  20 foot reticulated python female.  She weighs 152 lbs and was donated by gold medal Olympic pole vaulter Jeff Hartwick.  They think she may be the biggest snake in Arkansas.  She will go in the “Mr. Phill” exhibit where the Burmese are now.  The old pythons exhibit is almost done..

· Randell will be interviewed by the Discovery Channel pertaining to Scotsman who had the venomous snakes a few years ago.  If you recll, someone found a bunch of the snakes and the owner was found bitten and died.  http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1080362.ece   

Farm: 

· Sweet William, the goat, has come back positive for Johne's.  The farm had it several years ago.  It lays dormant in the dirt for a while so it is possible they still had it leftover from the last outbreak.  Everyone was tested and some others came back positive.  They haven't determined what will happen to the ones who tested positive yet.  They have taken some dirt out of the yard and put chat down and may concrete more of the yard.  The farm will probably be a QT area for at least two years.  Probably no contact yard this year. This disease effects ruminant only..  

Apes – 

· Mosi discovered the hot wire.  He was climbing on the gate and grabbed it.  Needless to say he did not like it.  

· No news on chimp delivery..

Primates:

· No news.

Education Keeper Report: Keith 

· Casper, the corn snake, is still on medication.  He has mouth rot.  

· Rosie, the new possum, has an inflamed back foot.   She's on meds for that, but sometimes limps. She can be used if you're careful.  

· Sad news: Winchester, barred owl, and Bashful, Chinese box-turtle, will be going out in April.  Winchester will go to MN.  

· We got in a Costa Rican tiger tarantula.  Seems handleable. 

· Pecos, the Harris' Hawk got loose and had a scuffle with Shadow., the Harlan's Hawk. We all know Pecos is in instigator.  

Education Curator Report: Keith

Pam was snowed in.

· We approved the bylaw changes.  I requested Pam forward everyone the amended version.

· We discussed interpretative training: It's possible for current docents to come to class with the new docents to learn this.  We also discussed putting it on DVD;

· Pam is leaving for Belize Friday.  She will be gone for a week.

· Keith presented the title and descriptions for Zoofari classes but I didn't get the descriptions.  I will request he send those to you all.

· So far they have 1-2 activities the titles were based on, but docent help will probably be needed to design curriculum. 

· No dates yet.

· The class offerings have been lowered due to lack of selling out classes previous years. Each class will be offered twice

· The younger kids: The Eyes Have It, Magnificent Mouths, Thumbs Up

· Middle group: Animal Talk, Quick Frozen Creatures (predator prey)

· Older kids: Making Connections, Hazardous Links/Possible Solutions

· People have been less than careful lately with the animal (putting them in the wrong place, etc.) Please pay attention to what you're doing.  If you don't know, ask. 

· There's a new sign out and reservation board for the amphitheater.  Animals can only be taken out for twice a day.  It's more visual than the old one.  It's on the wall in the hallway when you walk into the amphitheater.  The reservation calender is on the opposite side.  Please check this when you're using animals.

· BOP clips: Soon all the birds will be moved to the dog clips (smaller versions of what Lynn has)..  

Education Assistant's Report: Keith:

· Keith passed around a new invoice for programs.  There is a new reservation system.and tickets/invoices will look different.  

· The new ed building looks more like an office than it ever has.

· Please help.  Earth day and zoo snoozes are coming up.  Earth day is April 19..  

· Keith talked about the penguin exhibit and possible other places we'll do snoozes when the penguins break ground (same camp out for now).

New Business:

· The parrot perch over by lemurs is roped.  Dee asked about it.  Karen said maybe landscaping has roped it off for work.  She said she would ask.

Motion; adjourned at 1:11

