March Docent Meeting – 03/06/10 (early because of dollar day)

Education Animal Report – Trey Raglin
· Hooch, the sugar glider, passed away.  Trey said he had ups and downs the past month or so.  The necropsy was inconclusive, but he did show some liver damage (imagine that with a name like Hooch).  Hooch was 7 years old.   It's not uncommon to live 13 years, but he was a little overweight.  Trey and Andrea caught the disease pretty quick and he was under observation and getting treatment.  He was getting pedialyte and Baytril (an antibiotic).

· Lynn – Lynn, the regal eagle, is on a falconer's knot for now.
· Trey is working on projects.  He's trying to rearrange the amphitheater. Chelsea, the African Grey Parrot is going in Baxter's old cage.  Francois, the pigeon, and the rabbits are moving.  
· Baxter, the Blue and Gold Macaw, had a fun day on Thursday.  He seems to be doing well.  He's got some down and a few feathers coming in.  

· Joe, Trey, Betsy and Linsey were planning a massive parrot nail, beak wing trimming.
· Trey wants to do a BOP jess and anklet workshop soon.

Animal Enrichment Team - April

· April is a new team member, but she has been working with elephants and a wide variety of animals for five years now.  She's worked with a lot of really good volunteer programs and docent programs. 
· One program she worked with was the enrichment volunteers for elephants at Oregon Zoo.  She wants us to do something similar.  

· The enrichment group would come up with ideas for enrichment items, make them, see the animals enjoy them, etc.  

· Jayne is going to be the docent liaison.  

· The group will meet once a month after the regular docent meeting, starting in April.  It’s open to staff as well.

Curator of Everything - Mark Shaw (via Joe Darcangelo)
· All active docents will now get a free individual membership if you meet the active docent requirements (48 hours a year, one meeting per quarter, etc).   If you would like a different membership, you may upgrade but there will be a fee.  New docents will get a half priced memberships.  
· Joe is really excited about having a training coordinator.  The Nichols money is being used to hire Amanda Reeves, from the summer bird shows.  She will be starting soon.  It will aid in consistency.  She will be training everyday and use not only the BOP, but other animals too.  Docents will be able to assist in the shows.  The shows will have flying birds, and will evolve over time.
· Once they figure out what birds we'll use, they will only be show specific.  They will not be used by docents in other programs.  

· Shows will be limited to 2 shows on S&S and 1-2 throughout the week.  
· Amanda’s position is 2 years, but hopefully the city will absorb the cost of it after 2 years if it does well.

· We are also purchasing another van for education. It will be smaller.

· Penguins are slated to arrive on April 13.

· Insurance is going to cover the amphitheater tarp that fell in the ice storm.  

· Medine suggested we buy some new crates.  
Keeper Report – Karen Caster
Bears – 
· BC the otter has left the zoo for Portland.  He’s getting paired with a 1 year old female, woohoo!  They are currently introing Buffalo and Otto.  

· Francois, the sloth bear, is going to leave March 17 for National Zoo to breed with Hanna.  
Big Cats -
· Lions are still doing well. They sometimes play a little rough and have gotten some injuries from it. Bakari still has his claws.  They sometimes scratch/slash each other. They are usually all out together.  There was a cute press release with Bakari drinking milk for Coleman day.
Small Carnivores -

· The ocelot might be preggers but there is no way to tell.   She hasn’t gone into heat again since the “last encounter.”  They are crossing their fingers. She’d be due the end of April.
Hoofstock and Tunnel - Same old.  

Birdhouse – 
· A Wompoo fruit dove chick hatched.  
· A few more lorikeets hatched. 
· The Asian waterfall is broken.  

Reptiles -

· None of the Fire-bellied toad tadpoles made it.  Jeff thinks the adults might have eaten them .

· One of the Mexican burrowing pythons was attacked by the other one.  She may loose one or both of her eyes.  They don't use their vision much anyway. It is the same one that was attacked before. They will not be going back together.
· One giant day gecko passed away.  He was born here in 2000.  He was kind of older, but both his parents are still alive so he wasn’t ancient or anything.
The Farm - 

· They are incubating 3 black swan eggs, but the incubator is not acting right.  The temps are going up too high.  They are watching them closely. 

· We’ll probably have baby prairie dogs end of this month or next.  

· There’s a new bunny in with others.  They are calling it Nestle. 
Great Apes -  

· Fossie, the gorilla, weighs 456 lbs. He’s a big boy, but that’s the perfect weight for him!  He had an ECG, and the procedure went well.  

Primates – 
· Karen is trying to get lemurs out on pretty days.  If you’re interested in a lemur watch, it has to be at least 50 degrees for them to go out.  You can call Karen and tell her you want to come out and watch them.  It’s easy.  Just have a cell phone and call Karen if something fishy (literally) happens to one of them.  We’re mostly watching to make sure they don’t fall in the moat and answering questions if asked.  Karen has an info sheet with information about the renovations, the lemurs names, etc. They are super easy education hours.  We may have to be lemur security all summer if the renovations don’t take place soon.
Remember docent picnic is coming up (June 19), AZAD Chicago (September), Memphis AZAD, etc.  
