Docent meeting minutes: 

May 10, 2008
Kim Godfrey, Rick Stanley, Eleanor Connelly, Yvonne Hurley, Medine Watson, Dee Godsey, Joan Deraleau, John Goss, Guy Bingham, George Peterson, Em Smith, Lynn French, Jeanne Housely, Carleen Peterson, Katie Whitney, Shawn Whitney, Victoria Meyer, Mary Ann Calkins, Linda Scroggins

Approval
Director’s Report by Mike Blakely-
*Note: I missed a small part of this

· Mike congratulated new docents. They introduced themselves.  They are official now.
· The elephant area is going to be expanded to include two extra stalls.  There will still be a green space in front of elephant barn, but the stage will no longer be there.  A new deck and maybe a splash pool will be built eventually

· The veldt has planters and a pool.  It’s coming along.  Animals will be acquired and/or introduced when appropriate.  He said intros would take some work, even for our existing animals because they are not used to being next to each other.
· The Penguin Project plans will be sent out on the 13th of June.  It’s a nine month contract.  The Penguins exhibit should be done by next summer.  
· The task force still discussing Ray Winder field.
· We should start on the cheetahs next summer.    He and Pam have discussed African themed conservation stations throughout the park.  
· Mike talked about the carousel.  “Friends of the Carousel” wants to get a band organ or setup a museum or something grand like that.  Mike would at least like a sign.  He thinks we need a support group beyond friends of the carousel.  He thinks the carousel needs a core group to take it on.   We really need technicians and more support staff, but it is hard to get additional personnel for that from the city.
Keeper Report by Karen Caster-
Karen was bitten earlier that morning and was in the ER for most of the day.  It was a precocious spot-nosed-guenon (Circo) who acted like he would like to be groomed. Ouch.  She only had a partial report because of it.  
Small Carnivores:
· Divia, the red panda, passed away. They are waiting for the necropsy.  The initial findings showed a perforation in her small intestines, but they do not think that is the cause of death.  Apparently Pan never came outside because Divia would chase her up a tree.  Pan is coming out a bit more now.
· The ocelots are together full time until July.  Ocelots are secretive about breeding, and the keepers haven’t seen them breed.  They hope they have.
· Sunda, the binturong, had part of his tail amputated. 

Big Cats:
· They are trying to keep the lions out all day because the public seems to want to see them more than the Asiatic Black Bear, Simone.   At the end of the day, Simone goes out over night.  

Bears:
· Bear awareness week will be over by the time your lazy president types this up.  I hope you knew it was going on.

· We are still in a holding pattern for when the sloth bear cubs will leave for Idaho Falls. 
· We were recommended to receive two female bush dogs from Europe.  This is from the European equivalent of the SSP.  They have to make the first movie and the zoo they are coming from hasn’t contacted us yet.

Hoof Stock:
· In the Johari the black rhino love making department, they did start work on the fence in rhino yard.   The fence will separate it into two parts so the female can be quarantined, kinda. The female should be here the first week in June. . .isn’t that just in time for Woo?
· Justin, a human, is now working full time in large.  
· The camels are back with a baby named Tika.
Birdhouse/Tunnel:
· A rainbow lorikeet passed away.  They don’t know why.
· Two lorikeets have fledged making 29 total.  They sent a pair to the farm.  
· Six red Lories went to Des Moines Iowa.
· Leucas and Hillary, the bald eagles, are sitting on rocks.  I saw Leucas giving Hillary some twigs for her nest.  How CUTE!
· The Roul Roul are sitting on eggs.  Noel doesn’t think they will hatch, but they may.  They put out some plants to block the view of the public so the eggs might be left alone.

· They are looking at putting flying foxes in the large cage in the bird house. 

· Lily, the Sarus crane who previously lived with us, is nesting in Fresno.

Reptiles:
· The naked mole rats are almost ready to go on display again.
· They did the judging for the name Arkansas’ biggest snake contest.  The name of the giant python is decided, but Randal wouldn’t tell.

· Randal has been repairing some cages.  The Burmese pythons were pulled off and put back on.  
· The green basilisk is having more neurological problems.  They are doing what they can, but he lays on his side a lot.  Guests may ask.
No Farm update
Great Apes:

· The chimps are all together now.  The introductions went well and very fast.  Judy is happy.  Jodi is Chance’s surrogate mom now, more or less.  
· Brutus, the male gorilla, had his EKG last Tuesday.  It looked good initially, but the official reports are not in
· JJ, the male gorilla, will get his EKG in a week and half.  JJ and Fosey are related.  We hope he doesn’t have the same problems as Fosey.
· Fosey, the gorilla, is doing well on drug therapy.   He is not showing any symptoms: coughing, puffy eyes, etc.  
· Trudy is one of the oldest gorillas in captivity.  She’s 51 and the oldest 55.  

· Mosi, the baby gorilla, is still cute.

Primates:

· Primates has a new keeper: Emily Ernest.  She’s not new to the zoo.   She was an explorer.
· Woo at the Zoo is June 7.

Education Assistant Report: Keith Wenger
· Sign up for programs.  Please.  Don’t make Keith cry.
· If you use the zoo van, sign it in and out of the book.  There’s a book on Grace’s desk.  You’re supposed to write down who has it and the ending mileage.  If you have to pay cash for gas to go in the van, you have to tell Keith.  
· You have to give him a copy of driver’s license and insurance EVERY YEAR to drive any zoo vehicle, including golf carts and the van.
· We will no longer be able to drive van in the area near the mew.

· Reimbursements:

· For gas: Keith passed out a handout.  He showed us a pre-paid ticket and an itemized ticket.  You must have an itemized ticket to get reimbursed.  It has to say how many gallons were put in, price per gallon, etc.

· If you’re putting gas in your own car, the program has to be out of Pulaski County. You need to fill up outside of Pulaski County too.
· Meals for overnight programs or all day events have to be itemized (what you ordered, etc). Tips are not included in reimbursement.
· Keith is going to be ordering a few t-shirts.  He thinks they will be $9.  
Education Animal Report: Pam & Keith and Others:
· Shelly, the tortoise, is on medication for her eyes.
· Be careful with the snake cages.  Make sure they’re clipped and on inside track.  Freckles’ cage door has a chip in it. Make sure to slide the door past the chip or she can crawl out.
· Prickles, the hedgehog, is getting medications for his eyes too.  Must be allergy season!
· A few docents planned BOP maintenance for the Monday following the meeting, since it was scheduled during a BOP program.  Oops.  It was all finished up though.
Education Curator Report: Pam Swift-Brooks:
· The new building is almost finished.  There’s a problem with some kind of conduit and getting DSL.  
· Zoofari classes are open for you to sign up and most need teachers.  Pam says the program are basically canned, but we can add to them.  
· The zoo website has been down for quite a while and the information on it is outdated.
Old business:
· We talked more about hours for meetings not being counted.  Supposedly this will be clearer when we get our new hours sheets.  

Remember the picnic is July 19th.  Be there!  Everyone needs to come see Jeff play at Woo too. 
adjourned

