Meeting called to order at 11:05

Education Curator: Mark Shaw

· Mark said we rock. He thanks us for all the hard work.

· Congratulations to the trainees who have moved up to full docent.  They have survived the hazing and are still around. KUDOS (or KUDUS…depending on who you ask).
· The city manager sent everyone a letter.  It said last year was a horrible year, but we were still over budget.  We, the city, ended up with a $423,000 surplus after the three major budget cuts.  That’s good news, but there is bad news too.  Centerpoint is cutting everyone’s bill, but the city depends on those franchise fees.  We will possibly have a deficit this year.  

· Our vet tech is going to Phoenix.  Mark is hoping the hiring freeze will not affect hiring a new one.  

· Thanks to everyone bringing in deer meat for Nyla, the lion.  She’s 16.5 and probably in chronic liver failure.  She has been refusing food, but likes deer. She’s acting fine other than that.

· We’re changing birthday room rentals to 1 hour.  Wild parties are getting raves, everyone loves them.

· Mark needs to change the meeting dates to the third Saturday in July and August.  I repeat, the meeting in July will be on the 17th and the meeting in August will be on the 21.  
Memberships:  
People have lots of questions about memberships.  In fact, there has been MAS CONFUSION and HYSTERIA (ok, not really…but really there are questions).  Mark helped to break it down for us.

· Veteran docents 

· Those who meet their minimum hours (currently 48) get free memberships 

· Veteran docents who don’t meet their hours do not.  Mark hasn’t decided, but is trying to come up with some kind half-price scheme for those docents who have a good reason to miss their 48.

· New docents/Trainees

·  Right now, you’ll pay half price for yours, but in the future it may be folded into the training fee.

· Misc info: 
·  If you want a couple/family/etc membership, Terri is going to work on a pricing scheme so you can pay just the difference between that and a regular membership.  For example if an individual membership is $60 and a family membership is $85, the docent would pay $25.

· He is going to try to have them all renew at the same time, but that’s really a moot point if we all get our hours and they’re free…right? So get your hours!

Which brings me to . . . .

Victoria needs your hours ASAP.  It’s important to get your hours in quarterly, even though there are not quarterly hour requirements (you should at least have one meeting per quarter).  Mark is often asked for volunteer hour totals.  Victoria needs them!

More from Mark (gees, won’t he ever be quiet?) 

· Zoofari classes are being registered now.

· We will have storytime again this year.  It will be Fridays at 10 under the carousel dome.  We just need one person and one animal per day (one book and one beast). You read a story about animals to kids and show them the animal.

· We have 7 animal department interns.

· The lemur exhibit cover is being bid out (they should have the last one soon).  Still need lemur watchers until it’s finished.  

Education Animal Report: Joe Darcangelo (Trey was at the show)
· Rosie the possum passed away.

· The baby possums are not for handling unless you ask Amanda R. or Trey first. They may let you.

· Ask Amanda R. or Trey before you use any snake or reptile on the weekends.  They need them for the show and if one of the preferred animals is opaque, they will have use another.

· We will have a parrot training course, similar to the BOP course, in the future.

· Mr. Prickles, the hedgehog is usable now.

· When the penguins get here, the green room will be off limits for at least 30 days.  No bathroom, no nothing.  It will be quarantined.  We’re supposed to have them late May, but so far the communication and paperwork has been a mess.

· The first show went well.  Barnabus is the only holdup so far.  He just doesn’t concentrate (I’ve always said he was a bimbo).  Latte is doing great.
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Carnivores 


BCD   Nyla Lion is doing poorly and they don’t expect her to be with us much longer.  


          They did a physical and think she probably has liver cancer and possibly a lung 


          issue.  She is about 17yrs old and is still going out with the others every day.


Bears  They are expecting Bush Dog pups any time.  The same pair as last time are the

 parents.  The current litter will be moved to the exhibit next door.

They Grizzlys are officially up.

Moose and Amber the other pair of Bush Dogs moved to Small Carnivores


SCA   Moose and Amber are in Moby’s old exhibit.


           Moby, Clouded Leopard, went back to Atlanta


          The female Porcupines have moved back to SCA, from Primates.


           The Ocelots have switched exhibits.  There is a possibility that the reason Dakota 


            is always in heat and has not gotten pregnant is a cyst.  So they are working with


            her to be able to hand inject her so she can be treated to get rid of the cyst.

TBH  
   The Scheepmaker Pigeons have a nest and an egg.

Tunnel/Veldt   Male Kudu is coming Monday from Disney.  His name is Rufus and he is fixed.  


     He will Quarantine behind the Veldt, so won’t be on exhibit for awhile.

Large Hoofstock  Did not get a chance to talk with them.

Reptiles

   The injured Tokay Gecko has its bandages off.  The leg is bent and nonfunctional.  It


       was broken at the humorous and should eventually heal and be functional.  He is 


        currently is in Quarantine and will eat off forceps.


   The female Mole Snake died suddenly.  She had a huge mass in her digestive tract.  


         The Necropsy showed the liver, spleen and kidneys were messed up, so it was

                       probably cancerous.


   The Leucistic Axolotl was not doing well on exhibit, seemed stressed.  Jeff moved it


          off exhibit and seems to be doing better.  He will try to figure out exactly why it


           was not doing well.


   He got 5 Blue Poison Dart Frogs and 5 Green and Black Poison Dart Frogs from Como


            Zoo in St. Paul.  He put 2 of the new Green and Blacks on exhibit so there are 5 on


             Exhibit along with the 4 Blues the 1 yellow and all 4 of the Golden Dart Frogs.  So


            far they are doing well.  The other new ones are off exhibit.  He is still trying to 


            get more Yellows, but can’t find any.  8 Dying Dart Frogs are coming in about a


            a month from Lincoln Park.  He will probably put 4 of each kind on exhibit (20


            total).


   Still looking for an Amphiuma.


   Are having a major termite problem in Reptile North.  Are trying to get money diverted


             So they can renovate the Venomous side like the Arkansas side.


   The Alligator feeding station was redone.  It is now made of iron and is higher.

Farm


   The Prairie Dogs had babies.  There are at least 18!  One had to be pulled, but is back 


       with the group now.


   Will start sheering sheep soon.

GAD

  Have started introducing Chimpanzees Chance and Louie only.  It is going well.  Mikey 


        has visual access during introductions.

Primates

   We started introduce Fynn and Snoop, Lesser Spotnosed Guenons this week.  It is 


          going very slowly, but well.


    The baby Marmoset is getting off its parents quite a bit now.  We are not filling their


           pool as a result.


   Supposedly they are starting the Lemur Island renovations in 2 wks.  Mark probably


           has more information on this than I do.


   Giant Thanks to all those who have been helping with the Lemur Watches.  I seriously 


            Can’t express how much we appreciate it!!  For now we still need help.

The interns are coming!  The Farm/Reptile one, Rachel started this past week.  The others will be starting this month.

AAZK  reminder BFR is Thursday June 17th at Millenium Bowl in Maumelle.  
