Docent Meeting – September 13, 2008
In Attendance: Lianne Floyd, Dee Godsey, Olivia Carrey, Em Smith, Al Notter, Rick Stanley, Victoria Meyer, Kim Godfrey, Guy Bingham, John Goss

Al approved last month’s meeting minutes, Victoria seconded.
Keeper Report: Karen Caster
Karen warned us that the first week of October will be a busy week for the zoo.

Small Carnivores:

· The sloth bear cubs will be leaving October 1 for Idaho Falls.  
· The old female porcupine exhibit is almost finished. Ray and Mitch, otters, will go over there.  The spot-necked otters will get the exhibit with the pool and moat.  Carrie and Debbie are going to Monterrey Bay Aquarium to train and learn about the otters. The spot-necked otters will probably come the first week of October.
· We sent bush dog crates and are hoping to have the paper work done soon.  We may have new dogs in a few weeks.  Maybe not though.

· Grapes, the female red fox, was being picked on by the other two and had some pretty bad injuries.  They moved her to an exhibit next to the porcupines so she could recover, but she passed away the Friday before the meeting.  She was very old.  No necropsy results as of the meeting.
Big Cats:
· We have a recommendation to get a two-year old male SSP lion, but the recommendation is still in the draft state so it is subject to change.  If it does go through, he will come in late fall or early spring.  The lionesses aren’t breeding material since they were pets and of unknown genetic makeup.  They will probably be spayed.  
· We have been recommended to hold the tigers together for another year. 

· Hired Jenna Kocourek, human, part time.  

The Birdhouse:

· Our last peacock became paralyzed and we had to euthanize him.  There are no more peacocks at the zoo.  Sad!

· We had a guinea fowl pass away from old age.  
· We had five lorikeet chicks hatch. No more breeding for now. All five have fledged.  The lorikeet who had gout is responding well to treatment.  
· A Wompoo Fruit-dove laid an egg, but she is no mother of the year.  She’s not sitting on it and they’ve not been making good nests.  The eggs can fall right through.
· Our Roul Roul, or crested-wood partridges, have laid 3 eggs and are incubating them.  
· The new curator is keen on training. They’ve started training ibis and spoonbill to go into cages so they can be caught up easier if need be.  They are also training the wart hogs.  The sarus cranes have been target trained and the exhibit lorikeets are being trained to go in and out for whistle cues.  

Tunnel:

· Amboro, the maned-wolf had a pre-shipment physical.  
· The female anteater passed away with pseudomonas.  They are going to be moving the male anteater to the maned-wolf exhibit next to the gibbons.  It has better drainage.  They are concerned that the anteaters aren’t doing well in the “anteater” yard and it could be because of drainage problems.

· Looking into getting a female dik dik for Mister, the dik dik.  
· They are looking for another Egyptian goose.  
· The veldt/plains/whatever has sod now.  Looks nice.
· One of the female kudo has a lump on the left side of her face. It is on her lower jaw. It ruptured, but she’s under vet care.  
Large Hoof Stock:

· Paul, human, is helping the hoof stock staff since they are short handed.

· They are moving along with the new elephant yard and trying to get started with the building. 
· They are still training Naivasha, the black rhino.  There are no plans on introducing them yet.  They are short-handed.  They do both get to go outside.  
· They are installing people gates on the big gates between giraffes and the café for staff.  They’ve had problems with people not closing them (and gates injuring certain docents. . .  you know who you are!).

· Elephants are being worked protected contact on Brett’s weekend.  That basically means keepers are not going in the pens with the elephants, but working them through barriers.  Ellen has been a little stubborn.  
· Eventually, we may get 2-3 new elephants.  Someday, every zoo will have to have a bull because there is a shortage for space for bulls.  The exhibit we have now would not house a bull, but it could have a herd of females.  This is way down the line.  Who knows.
Reptiles:

· The two new red-eyed tree frogs died. 
· We got two basilisks because the old one had to be euthanized. 
· We are going to get another species of SSP golden frogs.  Jeff has made space for the new golden frogs but he needs to make exhibit. Don’t know when they will come in.

· The black rat snake out of quarantine and so are the three pine snakes.

· The red-spitting cobra is doing well after surgery.
· A dumpy tree frog died unexpectedly.  
· Some reptile south animals may go up to the conservation outpost (ie: the pole barn): the nile monitor (maybe), the Sudan plated lizards.  

· The Louisiana Pine snakes will go in Sudan lizard exhibit.
· We have a new panther chameleon.  
· A new siren was donated.

· The off exhibit axolotl passed away.   It never did well. 

· They found a new blue-tongued skink to replace the one that passed.  
· There will be an African Cichlid tank at conservation outpost.  It is almost ready to go.

· The last millipede died.  They will go to the outpost if he gets more.

Great Apes

· Daisy, the chimp we sent to Knoxville, had a baby in mid July.  I guess she’s doing ok.
· We have a breeding recommendation for the chimps. Judy was taken off birth control.  She can breed with anyone she wants to.

· The baby gorilla, Mosi, broke a front incisor off.  It’s a baby tooth so he will grow a new one.
· Two Sedgwick Zoo employees came to visit and check on chimps.  The chimps did recognize them and seemed confused.  The keepers were pleased with how they were doing.
· Jenny, the oldest known gorilla in the world, passed away at 55 from an inoperable tumor.  The oldest living gorilla is now Colo, a 51-year-old female at the Columbus Zoo who was the first gorilla born in captivity. Trudy is the second oldest now.

· Jodie, the chimp, got jumped on by the boys.  Her appetite had been down and she’s been favoring her right wrist. She’s old.  She’s in her 50s.  They plan to do a physical on her and they aren’t letting her out so she doesn’t get beat up again.  Sometimes they keep Maholly in for company.  
· Mosi, the gorilla, is having a birthday party on October 11.  Zeta said she could use some helpers: 10:30 is the keeper chat and presents, 11:00 is cake and selling buttons.  

Farm:

· There are four male bunnies in the yard now.  

Primates:

· We have three older male red-ruffed lemurs in quarantine (they’re 21, 22, 23). They are all brothers and their names are Sparky, Slash and Rusty.  Rusty is pudgy with nubbly toes on one foot.  Slash is friendly.  
· We have new Geoffrey’s marmoset recommendations.  We will get a male from Lincoln Park and a female from   Saint Augustine Alligator Park in Florida. They are allowed “limited breeding.”  That means they are allowed to breed 1 or two times. 

· Some sad news: Briney is leaving October 7 for Woodland Park zoo.  Our new male and female should arrive shortly after that. 
AAZK

· Bowling For Rhinos made $3200, which isn’t bad because they didn’t put as much work into it as normal.

· October 4 is the next PAINT event (Saturday night).  They are Co-eventing with a local art display that Susan has put together.  The winners of the local artist competition will get awards at PAINT.  Instead of painting with elephants, they’ll do an armadillo painting demo and gibbons.  It will fun.

· Karen is presenting at national conference on Murphy and Naomi.  

Education:

· Keith’s wife, Jennifer, is in between jobs so she’s the temporary education keeper.  Pam is still looking and still trying to get it full time.  
· We had a tortoise, Shelly, die.  The necropsy said kidney disease.

· Shadow, a Harlan’s red-tailed hawk, has a sore foot.  He’s been getting medicated.

· Gomez  Turkey, the turkey vulture, also has sore feet.  He has been un-jessed.

· Pam gave a presentation for us.  I attached a copy of her handout. 
