Docent Meeting 9/24/2011

Docents present: Kim Godfrey, Terri Castile, Al Notter, Abigail Hollar, Kim Bolden, Ann Bolden, Brenda Veerhusen, Candace Brooks, Sara Thompson, Victoria Meyer, Amanda Galiano, Mary Whitlock, Guy Bingham, Ashley Powell, Amanda Andrews, Rick Stanley, Wendie Weare, John Goss, Marci Polett, Diana Morris, Heidi Dukat, Yvonne Hurley and Em Smith
AZAD Conference Report:

· Thanks everyone for helping with AZAD.  They all had complements about our zoo.

· Thanks to Diana Morris for donating part of our raffle basket. She made a nice wall hanging (I forgot say that in the meeting, sorry Diana!  It was awesome).

· Join AZAD.  It’s fun.

Director’s Report: Mike Blakely
· Accreditation:  The hearing was the 13th, and they gave the team an update day before hearing.  They had a few concerns, but the biggest was about fiscal position of the zoo, and all the staff vacancies. 

· We won’t get any funding from the tax until April.  They have established a priority of positions that need to be filled.  They created a full time vet position, and it has been approved.  They aren’t sure when they will be able to fill it.  They want administrative assistant for admin and education curator too.  It takes 2-3 months to create a position without any problems.  

· They are going to do some construction before next year's inspection.  

President Report: Wendie
· The Lynn French Foundation totaled $223,632.62.  There were some ideas on what to do, including naming the amphitheater after her, or maybe opening a new education center.  Wendie suggested a committee.

Education Report: Amanda R.

· We have a new part time keeper named Lianne, from MI.  She has BS Biology and was a wildlife rehabber.

· Thanks for all the newspapers.  Keep it coming.  

· Stuart, the rabbit, has had some ups and downs in the last week.  He was not eating for a few days, but he had some IV fluids and medications.  He started eating his hay again after a few days.  Last Saturday his eyes were bugged out and he had a runny nose, but he recovered by Sunday.  Amanda got him a new food and he likes it better.  He's been eating.  He's 7.  He's getting old for a rabbit.  

· BOP:  Please wear appropriate shoes when you're handling them.  Some of you need to pay more attention, because you’re tying them too long.  If you're interested in a BOP class, starting in October please make an appointment.  Amanda wants to do it 1 on 1.  Old docents can take a refresher course if they want.

· If you're interested in handling the parrots (aka psittacines), Amanda will work with you.   You might get bit. 

· Please put animals back properly.   Make sure any latches that were latched are latched and any clips that were clipped are clipped.

Turn in 2011 hours.  (This was written here randomly, but I’m pretty sure Amanda R didn’t say it . . . it needs to be done regardless of who said it).  

This is randomly placed here too, but I’m pretty sure Joe said this:

· We’re moving forward with the cheetahs, but have not acquired cheetahs yet.  They will have two yards and they plan to do lure coursing.  They may also have a yellow-backed diker.   He will not be the lure.  The exhibit may open in March.  

Keeper Report: Karen Caster

Carnivores:
· Chelsea, the caracal, passed away.  She had a tumor in her ear canal that pushed into jaw.  We are not looking for another caracal yet.
· The ocelots are together.  They are looking at fecal sampling protocol to see if she's cycling.  
· Marty the muntjack could be pregnant.  She’s due in November if she is.
Bears:
· They are going to move Casey, the sun bear, within the next couple of weeks and intro her to Key Lane.

· Tosha, the sloth bear, is going to Woodland Park.  We’re going to get older female from rolling hills to breed with Thor.
· They are going to put birth control in Camille, the otter, next Thursday. 

· They are looking at filling in the moats on small mammal exhibits.  They will start with Kip's exhibit.  He’s an otter.
Big Cats:
· Intan, the tiger, is going to move to Baton Rouge Zoo.  We will get a female from Baton Rouge and she'll eventually be breeding with Liku.

Large Hoofstock:

· The rhino Pool has been fixed.  Johar, the black rhino, can get back in it.  
· They are continuing to work with elephants.  They are gaining muscle, so they upped exercise program.
· Joe got some Ankole-Watusi cattle from a ranch in Texas, go longhorns!  They could be here any time.

Tunnel:

· Dominique the zebra has been ill, but she's doing better.

Reptiles:

· There are two pygmy rattlesnakes and a red eyed-tree frog in quarantine.  We hope not together.
Great Apes:
· Mikey, the chimp, is spending nights with his group.  They started intros with him and Judy.  They have had to stop because the hot wire wasn't stopping him.  They hope to start intros again really soon.  
· Trudy, the gorilla, has had a swollen right foot.  She's had trouble walking.  Arthritis flare up is common old gorillas. 
· Bandit, the ringtailed lemur,  is here.  He’s the one who used to be a pet.  He’s a biter and a jumper oner.    Koresh will have a blast with him once they're introd.  He’s showing good lemur instincts.  
· The female Madagascar teal is here (it’s a duck) and the black and white ruffed female lemur come second week of October. 
· They are not planning on introing Cagney, the black lemur, to the new guys because of his health.  The black and white lemurs don't like him anyway.  He's doing well, but they don't want to stress him for no reason.
Meeting adjourned right around 12:00.  Way to go!!

